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“IPSA SCIENTIA POTESTAS EST” 


“Ipsa scientia potestas est”, knowledge itself is power, is a frequently used 
aphorism attributed to the English scientist, Sir Francis Bacon. Related sayings 
over the centuries have included “scientia potentia est” and “scientia est potentia.” 
Each of these can be translated as “knowledge is power.” This is often quoted 
without considering its true meaning. Bacon’s intent was to make a distinction 
between “the power of knowing” and “the power of working and acting.” 


The implication for everyone is to acquire knowledge and use it to enhance their 
participation in the hobby. By having and sharing knowledge, members can 
improve their own and others’ enjoyment of numismatics. As a consequence, 
learning and sharing will increase their own reputation and influence within the 
hobby (power). 


Last year’s NCNA seminar suggested ways of addressing the problems of 
declining membership and attendance. Many good ideas were presented to advance 
the hobby and increase participation. The key takeaway was “participation” or 
how to get the membership involved. 


This year’s seminar, “Collecting in Today’s World”, will present speakers with 
local, regional and national perspectives. Attending the seminar will provide new 
knowledge and perspectives for enjoying what you currently collect and maybe 
ideas for starting new collections. 


All NCNA Members and others are cordially welcomed to attend and to learn at 
this all-day Seminar. The Seminar is FREE, too! 


I am honored to report that this year’s ‘Miller Medal’, ‘Ron Miller Memorial 
Award’, recipient has been selected. Adhering to past practice, the recipient’s name 
will be confidential until the presentation, intended later in this year. 


Sharing, I did have quite nice and informative conversations this past July 2017 
during the Royal Canadian Numismatic Association (RCNA) Convention with 
Kimberly S. Kiick, the American Numismatic Association (ANA) Executive 
Director. She was pleasant, open, and quite enthused. I was quite impressed. 


Until Next Time. 
‘Doctor’ Lloyd G. Chaw 


MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 


My Friends: 


“We Paved The Way.” 


So said Karl Manthei, along with his wife, Sue, when we met and reminisced briefly during the 
Fairfield Coin Club’s Show on Sunday, August 13, 2017. 


Holding hands and each other as would befit their fifty-five (55) years of marriage, Karl and Sue 
with Your Editor paused and recollected their decades with the neighboring Diablo (Concord/Walnut 
Creek) Numismatic Society: names, times, and things that only us would remember, and remember with 
a twinkle and tear in our eyes. 


We remembered. We shared. We laughed. We thought. When we were done, we paused and 
wondered: those now, those there, do they know that those before ‘paved the way’ for them today? 


Karl, who served several terms as President for the Diablo Numismatic Society, and Sue, who 
baked several turkeys for the Society’s Holiday socials over the years, were there long before those now 
are there. Their effort, energy, and enthusiasm ‘paved the way’. 

A local coin club needs to have its heritage; that heritage needs not to be forgotten nor dismissed. 
The Delta (Stockton, California) Coin Club has taken this to an appropriate level by selecting and 
listening to ‘Syd’ Kass as its ‘Director Emeritus’, calling upon his sage experience. 
The Fairfield Coin Club, led by enthused President ‘Gene’ Berry, held an ‘Old Timer’s’ Night’, 
honoring members with twenty-five plus (25+) years of membership. 


The Redwood Empire (Santa Rosa, California) Coin Club paused and celebrated its Eight 
Hundred (800") Meeting, with recollections and respect to those before. 


The Vallejo Numismatic Society, years ago, had a visit from one of its early Presidents, who 
which was shared and recalled. 


served as a quite young man decades ago. The Society still had faded and dusted records from his term, 


The point is confirmed: the past is prologue to present and the tomorrow’s yet to be. It is for us to 
not forget nor dismiss the time, toil, and tribulations of those before. 


Interestingly, Jimi Hendrix, the late rock star, once remarked: “J Think We Honor Ourselves By 
Karl said it right: ‘We Paved The Way.” 


Honoring Our Past.” That is true whether an individual, family, community, or nation, plus coin club. 


GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


2017 Seminar 


Fourth (4") Annual 
CALIFORNIA NUMISMATIC SEMINAR 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 
Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum 
734 Marin, at Capital in downtown, Vallejo, California 
Registration Opens: 9:00 AM 
Theme: ‘Collecting In Today’s World’ 
FREE Admission and Museum Open To All Attendee’s! 
Door Prizes, Too! 


These are the four scheduled presenters: 


Paul R. Johnson, Executive Secretary for the Royal Canadian Numismatic 
Association (RCNA), from Unionville, Ontario, Canada 


Robert E. Luna, local professional entrepreneur, from Benicia, California 
Roger Lyles, local coin dealer and realtor, from Fremont, California, and 


David C. Harper, Editor and Publisher, NUMISMATIC NEWS, from Iola, 
Wisconsin 


Each is prepared to offer his recommendations and insights as to ‘what to collect’, particularly with the 
changing demographics of our hobby, the economy, the constant rise in prices for rarities and key dates, 
and precious metals prices. 


The four presenters offer an excellent balance and broad perspective about our hobby and collecting. 
Again, as with the prior three Seminars, the information learned is well-worth the time, travel, and traffic 
to attend and to stay all-day. 


The format is as follows. After a short opening and welcome, Paul R. Johnson and Robert E. Luna will 
present during the morning session. A lunch break will separate the two sessions. The afternoon will have 
Roger Lyles and David C. Harper. After each presentation, a short question and answer exchange would 
be open to all present. The Seminar will conclude with an open panel discussion among the four 
presenters and the audience. Door Prizes would end the all-day event. 


Herbert Miles, of Richmond, California, would be the Moderator. Michael S. Turrini is the Seminar’s 
Coordinator, with Donald L. Hill expediting the Door Prizes. 


There is scheduled a simple on-site lunch service, $12.00 price range, and several eateries are within 
comfortable walking distance. A complimentary cold water service would be available, as well as coffee 
and tea with donuts for early arrivals. 


This Seminar would be recorded and a CD/DVD produced. Requests for copies can be placed the day of 
the Seminar, for a nominal charge including delivery. 


Note: To answer inquiries why these annual Seminars remain here in Vallejo, California at the local 
Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum, the answer is simple: cost and convenience. The Museum 
provides everything needed for the Seminar at a quite reasonable charge, assists in its promotion, plus 
both endorses and welcomes the Seminar, as it adds to the Museum’s activities and community outreach. 


2017 Seminar Patron 


Continuing the successful ‘Patron’ program and appeal from the prior Seminars, your Association seeks 
and solicits ‘Patrons’ at these two (2) levels: 


GOLD MINER $100.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgment 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 
Engraved ‘Token of Esteem’ 


PROSPECTOR $50.00 Name Listed In Program 
Letter Acknowledgement 
Certificate 
Name Posted At Seminar 


It is hoped this generous support would build the Association’s Treasury and insure solid financial 
funding for future Seminars. 


‘Patrons’ are now being accepted and should be mailed to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590- 
0410’. Include your name and responding contact. All ‘Patrons’ would be recognized at and during the 
September 16, 2017 Seminar. Deadline is September 1, 2017 for the listed recognitions to be 
prepared and ready. 


Note: Those ‘Patrons’ at the ‘Gold Miner’ level would be generously 
matched, by a ‘dear friend of NCNA’, ‘dollar for dollar’: $100.00 being 
doubled to $200.00! 


2018 Seminar 


With the 2017 still ‘not in the bag’, preparations for the 2018 Fifth (5") Annual California Numismatic 
Seminar have begun. So far, the four presenters are tentative, including another respected Canadian. The 
scheduled (tentative) date is the Third Saturday, September 15, 2018, again in Vallejo, California. It is 
anticipated that the 2018 Seminar presenters would be announced at the upcoming 2017 event. The 
working theme is ‘Collecting What You Like’. 


‘Jon-Maria Marish/O. L.Wallis Legacy Fund’ 


To date these individuals and local coin clubs have made contributions to this evolving ‘Memorial Fund’ 
for our Association, ‘assisting and aiding numismatic education, including youth activities’. 


Alexander B. ‘Xan’ Chamberlain 
Donald L. Hill and Earlene Millier 
Stephen P. Woodland (Canada) 
Michael S. Turrini 

Vallejo Numismatic Society 

Three (3) Anonymous Individuals 


Based on discussions and exchanges since the May 2017 NCNA HEADS AND TALES, this Legacy 
Fund has become our Association’s ‘Memorial Fund’: a Fund into which contributions for appreciation, 
recognition, honor, or memory may be deposited and recorded. As this Fund progresses, periodic listings 
of the current contributors and for whom would be published. 


Those listed above were in unison for Dr. Jon-Maria Marish with one specific for the late O.L. Wallis. 
The Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA) is a bona fide non-profit and a 501c3. 
Contributions mailed directly to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. 

Donnell Award 


This Award, specific to local Club Members (a coin club must be a Northern California Numismatic 
Association (NCNA) member) is available. Requests, in writing, are directly to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, 
California, 94590-0410’ or at EMPERORI@juno.com. Only written requests, with specifics, are 
honored. The request must include the full proper name of the individual and the date to be bestowed. 
Retroactive awards are not allowed. 


While presently there is no charge for ‘Donnell Awards’, these are limited to a two (2) maximum per 
calendar year per requesting Club Member, and a nominal donation of $15.00 per award would be 
appreciated, covering the engraving and preparation as well as any mailing and handling. Note: The 
Awards Coordinator for our Association is Your Editor and Treasurer. 


Please Note: The ‘Donnell Award’ should not be confused with the coveted ‘Miller Award’. The two 
are separate and have distinct criteria. 


Coin Show Schedule 
The single most useful and popular of NCNA’s services, the latest Coin Show Schedule has been 
included with this issue, and Club Members may request complimentary copies to distribute and to share 


among their members or at a local coin club’s show. Contact Your Editor. 


Depending on date request was received, at least fifty (50) copies would be provided, in gratis. 


2017 Club Members 


‘Club Members’ is the title given to local northern California coin clubs that are Association ‘members’ 
and renew annually. The current list is the following: 


California State Numismatic Association (CSNA) 
Cupertino Coin Club 

Delta (Stockton, California) Coin Club ** 

Diablo (Concord/Walnut Creek) Numismatic Society 
Fairfield Coin Club 

Fremont Coin Club 

Liberty (Millbrae, California) Numismatic Society ** 
Livermore Valley Coin Club 

Peninsula (Palo Alto, California) Coin Club ** 
Redwood Empire (Santa Rosa, California) Coin Club 
San Francisco Coin Club ** 

San Jose Coin Club ** 

Solano Silver Round Club 

Stanislaus County Coin Club 

Vallejo Numismatic Society ** 

Western Wooden Money Club 


** are Club Members which were initially designated ‘Founding Clubs’ and should be classed ‘Charter 
Members’. Candidly, a few of those listed have yet to renew for 2017; but, as a courtesy, all listed are 
‘carried on the books’ through December 31, 2017. 


Regretfully, a few local coin clubs failed to renew these past few years: Pacific Coast (San Francisco, 
California) Numismatic Society, Sacramento Valley Coin Club, Fresno Numismatic Society, and 
Gateway (Merced, California) Coin Club. 


Sadly, these ‘Founding Clubs’ (‘Charter Members’) no longer exist: Monterey Peninsula Coin Club, 
Lockheed (LERA) Coin Club, North Bay Coin Club, Pajaro Valley Coin Club, Modesto-Turlock Coin 
Club, East Bay Coin Club, and Lake Tahoe Coin Club. This listing only includes Northern California 
Numismatic Association (NCNA) ‘Founding Clubs’ that are extinct. There are several other local coin 
clubs long-gone around northern California. 


Contacts from the above listed, or non-NCNA Club Members, are welcomed and encouraged. While the 
length of the three-times-a-year NCNA HEADS AND TALES has been reduced due to ‘cost savings’ and 
the well-received ‘Branch Mint Reports’ eliminated, there is a slight chance to return to an expanded 
NCNA HEADS AND TALES or somewhat. The above are asked to include, if not already, NCNA with a 
complimentary mailing of their respective newsletter/bulletin, which is assumed to be monthly or with a 
regular distribution, bimonthly or quarterly. Mail to ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410”. 


Speaking of contacts, Individual Members are also welcomed and encouraged to write or email, sharing 
insights or offering suggestions. 


Credit Cards 


Our Association’s Secretary Donald L. Hill for the California Exonumist Society’s July 2017 
MEDALLION authored a one page article about collecting ‘credit cards’. Read Next Page. 
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Credit Cards 


Credit cards are a form of exonumia in that they represent money but are not coins or cash. 
Also, they can be thought of as ephemera in that they are transitory and were not expected to be 
kept or preserved after their expiration dates. 


There are collectors of credit cards. They even have an association, the American Credit Card 
Collectors Society - ACCCS. The group holds a convention every other year to show off their 
rare cards. eBay has a section under ‘Collectibles’ for ‘Credit & Charge Cards’. 


A standout in the card-collecting field is Walter Cavanagh of Santa Clara, California, who has 
earned the Guinness World Record title of "Mr. Plastic Fantastic" by keeping 1,497 credit cards 
in his name, amounting to a $1.7 million line of credit. 


Most collectors probably won’t go to the extreme of having so many cards in their own name 
and with active lines of credit. Cards can be collectible even with no line-of-credit associated 
with the card, and cards which have expired. 


Vintage credit cards can actually be worth hundreds to thousands of dollars. According to The 
Credit Addict, Elvis Presley’s American Express card sold for more than $40,000 at an auction. 
An initial AmEx paper card from 1959 recently sold for $1200, one of the highest prices ever 
recorded. Black AmEx cards also trade for a high premium. 


Collectible cards fall into various categories, for example: 


Bank cards: think of cards issued by various banks, large and small, and in different 
states. Bank cards issued for special events like the Olympic Games. A collector could 
complete a collection of a card from every state, or try to collect a card from every bank 
in a single state. 


Affinity cards: cards issued in connection with another organization such as a football 
team. A collector could search for cards associated with every team in the NFL. There 
are many other affinity categories. 


Cards issued in the travel and entertainment area: such as cards for airlines both current 
and defunct. Gasoline and oil cards, both national and regional companies. Restaurant 
cards (Do you have an old Diners’ Club card? Or a Playboy Club card?). Hotel chain 
cards. Consider Starbucks Coffee who issue many different cards each year with colorful 
designs. 


What do collectors look for? What makes a card collectible? Credit card values depend upon 
eight major factors: Age; Condition; Rarity; Brand; Attractiveness (think eye appeal); Celebrity 
(cards featuring celebrities or previously owned by a well-known person); Landmark (first issue 
of a type or series); Extras (things that came with the card, such as original mailing envelope, 
card carrier, etc.). 


There are many avenues of collecting credit cards available to the exonumist. 


COIN SHOW SCHEDULE 


These Coin Show listings are provided as a free service to the numismatic community by the Northern California 
Numismatic Association. Show listings are updated quarterly and are available without cost to member Coin Clubs. If you 
would like to have a Coin Club Show listed, please send all pertinent show information early to: N.C.N.A., Fred G. van den 
Haak, P.O. Box 60484, Palo Alto, Ca. 94306-0484. If you would like a Commercial Show listed: you need to be a N.C.N.A. 
member for one free annual listing. Additional listings for Commercial shows are $15 each. You may also e mail the 


information to: fredvdh@gmail.com 


The joint website for the Fairfield Coin Club, Solano Silver Round Club, Vallejo Numismatic Society and Northern California 
Numismatic Association is: www.solanocoinclub.com and updated Show listings can be seen on this website! 


Sept. 15-17.2017 SANTA CLARA CoinExpo Santa Clara: Coin, Currency, Stamp 
and Collectibles Show, Santa Clara Convention Center, 5001 
Great America Parkway, Santa Clara. Admission $6, $2 off 
with coupon. Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-6pm and 
Sunday 10am-4pm. Scott Griffin, P.O. Box 1876, Suisun, CA 
94585 Ph: 415-601-8661 E Mail: scottgriff@hotmail.com 

Sept. 16, 2017 VALLEJO. The 4th Annual Northern California Numismatic 
Seminar, sponsored by The Northern California Numismatic 
Association. Vallejo Naval and Historical Museum, 73 Marin 
Street at Capital, in Downtown Vallejo. Four speakers have been 
Scheduled: David Harper of Numismatic News, Paul R. Johnson, Unionville, 
Ontario, Canada, Robert E. Luna, Benicia, Ca and Roger Lyles, Fremont, Ca. 
The “theme” for this year is “Collecting In Today’s World” 
Registration for this all day event begins at 9AM with 
presentations beginning at 10AM; the afternoon program begins 
at 2PM. This is a “FREE” event and there will be free door prizes 
and all interested collectors are welcome to attend. Ample free 
parking is available. Updates: www.solanocoinclub.com. 
Questions: EMPERORI@juno.com or 707-246-6327 

Sept. 29-30, 2017 SACRAMENTO Sacramento Valley Coin Club Annual Fall Coin Show. Four 
Points by Sheraton, 4900 Duckhorn Drive, Sacramento 95834. Hours 10AM- 
6PM on Friday 10AM to 6PM and Saturday 10AM-4PM. Bourse: Robert 
Shanks, 10 Fox Oak Court, Sacramento, CA 95831. Phone: 916-204-5168. 
Ample Free parking. Admission $3, Under 18 FREE. 

Oct. 13-5, 2017 WALNUT CREEK. Diablo Numismatic Society. 21st Annual 
Contra Costa Coin and Collectables Show, Elk’s Lodge 1475 
Creekside Dr., Walnut Creek. Diablo Numismatic Society, P.O. 
Box 177, Concord, Ca. 94522. Website: diablocoinclub.org Bourse: James 
Laird (925) 200-2276. Hours: Friday 1-6PM, Saturday 10AM-6PM and 
Sunday 10AM-5PM. ADMISSION $3, Dollar discount with flyer or post 


card advertising.. 
Oct. 21-22, 2017 STOCKTON. Delta Coin Club 52nd Annual Coin Show, Eagles 


Hall, 1492 Bourbon Street, Stockton. Bourse: Ruben Smith III, P.O. Box 5787, 
Stockton, CA. 95205. Phone (209) 982-5961, E Mail: 
rubensmith@hotmail.com. 

Oct. 28-9 2017 FRESNO. Fresno Coin Club Annual Coin Show, Las Palmas 
Masonic Center, 2992 E. Clinton Avenue, Fresno 93702- 
2320. Bourse Chair: Richard Hunter, Phone: 559-738-8128 
ADMISSION $2. 

Nov. 5, 2017 SAN JOSE. Peninsula Coin Club 38th Annual Coins and 
Collectibles Show, Napredak Hall, 770 Montague Expressway, 
San Jose. Bourse: Peninsula Coin Club, Xan Chamberlain, P.O. 
Box 915, Palo Alto, Ca. 94302. Phone: (650) 776-7365. 
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Jan. 26-28, 2018 


Feb. 10-1, 2018 


Feb. 16-1, 2018 


Feb. 18, 2018 


April 20-22, 2018 


May 6, 2018 


SAN JOSE. San Jose Coin Club 50" Annual Coins and Collectibles Show, 
Doubletree Hotel (Bayshore Ballroom), 2050 Gateway Place, San Jose 95110. 
Bourse Chair: Dean Birge, P.O. Box 5621, San Jose, CA 95150. Phone: 408- 
806-8825, Email: DeanBirge@yahoo.com Website: www.sanjosecoinclub.or  @ 


Admission $4 ($2 off with any Show advertising!) 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO. San Francisco Area Coin, 


Stamp and Collectibles Show, South San Francisco 

Conference Center, 255 S. Airport Blvd., South San 

Francisco 94080. Friday 10am-5pm and Saturday 10am-4pm. 
Admission $4, $2 off with coupon. Scott Griffin, P.O. Box 1876, Suisun, CA 
94585 Ph: 415-601-8661 E Mail: scottgriff@hotmail.com 

SANTA ROSA. Redwood Empire Coin Club 50th Annual 

Show, E.L. Finley Hall, Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 1350 - 
Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa. Bourse: Merle 

Avila (707) 585-3711 or (707) 824-4811 eves. 

Admission $1, under 12 free. 

SAN JOSE. “Cupertino” Coin Club 46th Annual Coin 

Show, Napredak Hall, 770 Montague Expressway, San Jose. 

Bourse: Bruce Braga (408) 839-1883 or Cupertino Coin 

Club, P.O. Box 448, Cupertino, CA 95015-0448. Free 

Parking. Admission: $2 adults, youth 17 and under free. 

SANTA CLARA CoinExpo Santa Clara Coin, Currency, Stamp 

and Sports Collectibles Show, Santa Clara Convention Center, 5001 Great 
America Parkway, Santa Clara. Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 10am-5pm and 


Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission $6, $2 off with coupon. Scott Griffin, P.O. 
Box 1876, Suisun, CA 94585 Ph: 415-601-8661 E Mail: 


scottgriff@hotmail.com ee 
VALLEJO. Vallejo Numismatic Society 46th Annual Show, 


Florence Douglas Senior Center, 333 Amador (between Georgia and 
Florida), Vallejo. Admission and parking are FREE! Bourse: Edwin 
Hoffmark, Jr., P O Box 4281, Vallejo, Ca. 94590-0428 Phone: 707- 


642-8754. E Mail: paper4coin@yahoo.com 


